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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE DECLARATION Oh INDEPENDENCE
rNot Signed on July 4, as Popular Tradition Has It, but

on August 2, Asserts Gaillard Hunt of the Library
of Congress He Relates Actual History

of Famous Document
popular, traditional IdeaIT signing Declaration

Independence presents
Brnccful formal function,

.taking placo .Inly 1770, largo,
jhnndsomoly furnished chnmber In-

dependence Hall, l'lillatlelphla.
Blve necessary toucli vivacity

.,tp picture there
j;tho nmall boy darting from door

signer autograph
parchment dashing down

,,jtio street, calling grandfather
"Ring! ring liberty!"

matter Declaration
Independence Binned behind

locked doors, generally
signed upon Fourth July.
city breathlessly awaiting

event outside, Liberty
"forth

riumpnni ireeuum.
(.qome Interesting things about
;:the Declaration which pointed

nnit Interview Gnlltard Hunt,
'Chief division manuscripts
jin Library Congress.

"There really reason
'Celebrating Fourth July
'than second July second

V'ot August," Hunt.
,not until latter dnte that docu- -

orient generally signed.
Jtc'The peregrinations Declara- -

ptowcd them. know, course, that
""the fundamental nhllosonhv

"Declaration Independence almost
"'purely Virginian. George Mason

"Fairfax county, greatest
I'VJur early statesmen, years

.v.tljjeen promulgating doctrine

claViopted July 1774. Alexandria,
then county rfax. These

twenty-si- x

and. written Mason,

'"luteljr first clear emphatic
statement rights colonies.

tdvi) The. Virginia Rights,
:whlch George Mason also

"lafuthor, drawn- adopted
Colonial Assembly

..glnla, prior Revolution.
jalll rights effect part

tf".na,ltf.Hni

,'qoctrmeni, wnicn eiaeny mena
amnor, largely qrawn upon
nomas jerrerson wnen wrote

jthe Declaration Independence.

close friend,
..first order wisdom, expansive
wfnlnd, profound Judgment, cogent
..argument, learned
former constitution earnest

'i,'jhe republican change democratic
principles.'

"The fundamental principles gov-
ernment forth Mason's
rights same those
English petitions King,

Long Parliament
oiIttagna Charta.

"You know nerhans
another Virginian, Richard Henry Lee,

,who presented Congress June
"1776, resolutions containing

,the words, 'That these united Colonies
right ought free

n,'And Independent States, that
political connection between them

State Great Britain
".pught totnlly dissolved.' These

resolutions Lee, favorably although
unanimously voted upon, con-

tained initial declaration
lependcnce American Colonies

precursor
formal Instrument framed days
later Thomas Jefferson.

result favorable
Voting upon Lee's resolutions thnt
well known committee composed

homas Jefferson, John Adams, Renja-'ml- n

Franklin, Roger Sherman
Robert Livingston named
tlraft document. rcmmlttee
assigned task preparing

'.instrument Virginian. Jeffer-
son's master political mind

chnnco thit
called upon write document.

"Thomas Jefferson persnnl-- n

flcatlon method Immediately
tipon receiving commission

Declaration retired
,,.the rooms rented working
:j1ace Seventh Market place,
Philadelphia, prepared give
jxnmtry greatest monu- -
jnents human freedom.

"You remember, Jeffer- -
fond hnvlng working

tools made exactly nfeds.
Certain thnt carpenter

"make simple table desk
writing room.

ilesk penned De-
claration Independence

he treasured possession State
'Department, although actually
rfwomcnt Francisco, having been
uent there part Govern-- j

toent's exposition."
"How desk po-

ssession Department State?"
"Jefferson grandson,

.Joseph Coolldge, latter
queathed

..Jefferson Coolldge Itnston,
fronted President Hayes,

turning Depart-"mten- t.

There absolutely doubt
'as) authenticity relic,
--'flip Denartment letter
"'(crson's handwriting which gives

:titatorv fnllows:
fc'Th. Johnson gives wrlt-- "

desk Joseph Coolldge Junr.
memorial affection. made

"from drawing
cabinet mnker l'hllmlel- -

'.jilda, with wlitim lodged
"ifli arrival that city May, 1776,
.at3 Identical which

'W)te Declaration Imlcpcnd- -

tirC Politics, Religion,
Vf HtiperstltlonHi these, gain- -

--ini strength with time, day
iiiiiihiMi.i

.association with birth
CrttU charter Independance.

"'Mnntlcello, Nov,
"The Department State owns

draft Declaration which
Jefferson presented committee

approval. confreres mad

nlterntlons which clearly
shown text," Jefferson
written beside each change name

aulhor, making document
Inestimable value. cor-
rected drnft nnturnlly made
copy presentation Congress.

"While ronfili drnft submitted
committee safe hands
Government, deeply re-

gretted that copy which made
presentation Congress,

which bears Congressional amend-
ments alterations, lost.

"The latter formal Declara-
tion Independence. before Con-gre- s

June '1776. then
read ordered table
until July

July resolution passed
declaring Independence
United States, although cxaot form

proclamation prepared
Jefferson debated upon until
July when, with liberations

amendments. signed
John Hnncock, President Con-

gress, signature attested
Charles Thomson, secretary Con-
gress.

"July actually dnte
separation Colonies from
mother country. July
John Adnms. whom Jefferson called

'colossus contest,' writing
wife, Abigail, following

words:
"'Vesterday greatest question

which debated America
decided, greater perhaps

never decided among
men.'

second letter written
day, said: 'But day past.

July most
memornblo epoch history
America. believe that

celebrated succeeding gen-
erations anniversary festival.

oUfjlit commemorated
day deliverance solemn
devotion Almighty.'

"There little doubt
participants event considered

July date
Independence Colonies,
popular fancy seized upon 4th,

acceptance Jefferson's
formal detailed setting forth

demands colonies,
proper date celebration.

III I I cotempo- -
rarles

" ' ' '111

Desk on which
property of

"The history of the paper Is not
generally known nnd lt Is of Interest.
It was fully discussed, and several
changes, merely verbal, were made In
the draft before John Hancock set
his signature upon lt on the evening
of July 4.

"Jefferson referred somewhat causti
cally to his friend Richard Henry
Lee on the events of these first days
of July, crucial to him because of
t'he discussions and suggested
and made In his precious document.
The discussion, he used to relate.
might have gone on Interminably at
any other season of the yenr.

"But the weather wns oppressively
warm and the hall In which tho depu
ties sat wns close to n stable, 'whence
the hungry riles swarmed thick nnd i

tierce, nllghtlng on the legs of the
ueiegates nnd tilting iinrrt through
their silk stockings. Treason was
preferable to discomfort,'

"John Trumbull's famous (tainting
of the scene, hanging In the rotunda
of the Capitol, Ir a poetical piece of
work nnd gives ninny of the portraits
of signers with faithfulness, but
It Is snmewhnt fanciful. No silken
hangings draped the windows of that
stilling room on July 4, 1776, nnd the
beautiful order In whlcji the men are
ranged up for signing the Immortal
document Is nls.t llctlonnl.

"The president of the Congress, John
Hancock, with the secretary, Charles
Thomson, nlone signed tho autograph
Jefferson document on that date. Im-
mediately afterward It was hurried to
the official printer for Congress, John
Dunlnp, tn put In typ. and several
copies were mnde.

"By next morning the printed copies
of Jefferson's Declaration of Independ-
ence were In Hnncoclt'ii hands. When
he came to write the proceedings of
July 4, 1776, Into tin Journal
Congress Charles Thomson, secretary
of Congress, left a blank spaoe
for the Declaration, n'd It la thll
in iPiiii.ime wnicn now appears wnierct
Into the space left for It In the Journal.
Jefferson's penned cop of the Declara-
tion wns doubtless sent ns 'copy' to th
printer nnd It Is probable that It wni

not returned with the printed dupll- -
cites, ns rhero Is no reoorc. of it ever
hnvlng ben seen ngnln,

"This broadside wns sent nut to the
Governors tf the States, tn Conti-
nental army, and It Is the paper from
which the Declaration of Independence
wns read to people July S, when

Liberty Bell was rung nnd the first
public celebration wns mndi; In honor

' of the event,"
' July 1!. Congress ordered that the
Declaration passed tfho 4th bo fnlrly
engrossed. It wns beautifully
done on parchment. This Is tho docu-
ment which received the signatures of
n',1 the members of Continental

' Congress present In Independence Hall
August ., 1776.

By this time, however, the member-chi- p

had changed slightly, io that the

slgnerH were not identical with
body of delegates who had declared
for n month before.
Presumably It was at this time that
Hancock, making his great familiar
slgnnture, jestingly remarked that
John Hull could see It without his
spectacles. One or two of the signa-
tures were not actually alllxed a
later date than August 2.

"This Is treasured Declaration of
Independence now In ixjssesslon of
Department of State," nald Dr. Hunt.
"It Is kept In a hermetically sealed
case, which Is opened only by special
order for very especial rriions. It Is
faded, and It would hnve been better If
this engrossed copy had been made on
paper rather than parchment.

"It Is so faded that few of the slgnn-tnrr- rt

are recognizable. Nothing can
now be done which will permanently
benefit It. lt could bo temporarily re-
stored by use of nclds, but these
are temporary aids, nnd when con-
sulted In regard to It I advised leaving
It as lt is. It will last longer so.

"I believe main cause of the
fading was the Impression taken In
1823 by order of President Monroe.
Two hundred facsimiles vere then
made to give n copy to each of
then living signers nnd others. Tukln?
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the impression removed the Ink.
"One of the facsimiles Is framed

and hangs in the library of the Stnte
Department directly above a portion

of Jefferson's penned
tn the nnd contain-

ing autograph
two documcnta tho

public sufficient accuracy the
processes of tho Instrument,

waa the of a
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PERSONAL SACRIFICES

UK thirty-nint- h man to sign the
I Declaration of
A was Charles of Mary-

land. He was lean nnd undersized.

It was the of August,
The Declaration of Independ-

ence, having on parch-
ment, lny the lesk of the Secre-
tary of Congress.

"Will you It?" Hancock

Thomas Jefferson, writer of Declaration.

Above John Hancock, the first signer.

first draft sub-
mitted committee

their changes.
"These show

with
actual
which verbal declaration

4, 1915.

the
the

Carroll

second day
1776.

been copied
upon

sign John
asked.

the

"Most willingly," Carroll nnswrred.
"There noen n few millions," n by-

stander said -- millions meaning specie,
lnnrtn, live- Block nnd other property
ns the scratching of tho quill wae
heard on tho document,

Five year before Samuel Chase,

desk now in the possession of
From original manuscript.

MADE BY THE SIGNERS
Independence

However we view it. It furnished the
most dramatic incident in American
history "

als of Maryland, exclaimed to Car- -
roll. In his robust style: "We have
the better of our opponents; we have
completely written them down."

"Do you think that writing will
settle the uuestlon between us?" Car-
roll asked.

"To l sure; whnt else enn we re-

sort to?" Chne replied.
"The bayonet." Carroll answered.
Chne, the son of n learned and

famous clergyman, was 30 years old.
"The bayonet" turned his thoughts
from essays and pamphlets to the

Independence Hall.

pwnrd, It wan not long before tho
Mayor nnd Aldermen of Annapolis

him In ecorn as "a busy, rest-lcc- n

a ringleader of mobs,
a foul mouthed and Inflaming eon of
dUcord and faction, a common er

of the public tranquillity and a

jotin Trumbull's painting of "The Signing of the Declaration of
of the Capitol at Washington.

promoter of the lawless excesses of the
multitude."

Lovers of liberty called him the
Demosthenes of Maryland when they
heard him cry out: "By the God of
heaven. I owe. no njleglanee to the
King of (Jreat Britain!" L'hae's name
Is the third, one above Carroll's on the
Declaration of Independence. And so
the day of the bayonet had dawned.

At the close of the war President
Washington made Snmuel Chase an
Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the Cnlted States.

Men of standing and if property,
men with much to lose, brought on
the Revolution. The rebels" were not
the rabble of the' thirteen colonics.
Washington, Jefferson und Carroll
were rich. They lived In mansions nnd
their furniture and clothing were
bought in Kurope. Carroll had been
educated In Great Britain and France.

Men of the same type In the North
wrote their names on the
wrote, ns Georgo Read of Delaware
remarked, "with a hnlter around their
necks." Wealthy William Kllery, the
Rhode Island lawyer, ''determined to
see how they all looked as they signed
what might bo their death warrant,"
stood beside Charles Thomson, secre-
tary of Congress, and "eyed en'ch
closely ns he atlixed his name to the
document. I'ndaunted resolution." so
runs hi record, "was displayed In
every countenance."

It was William Kllery who during
all the disasters of the bitter days that
followed concluded every speech ho
made to the starving colonists by wiv-
ing: "The Lord relgneth," words
caught up nearly a century Inter by
.Inmes A. Garfield when, facing a
mighty throng of maddened men bent
on avenging Lincoln's death, he said.
"God reigns and the Government at

still lives."
On the day that Robert Mjorrls

signed he was the wealthiest and

Richard Henry Lee, author of the Liberty reso-
lution.

Above John Adams, who manoeuvred the
resolution through Congress.

Incendiary,

Washington

greatest merchant In Philadelphia. He
purchased goods In Kngland and sold
them here at a large profit. His ships
were on. the ocean. He had a hot-
house and an Icehouse, the first In
America. No price he might have
aeked would have gone unaccepted or

r

unimld by the Brill sh Government I

In the same city of I'lilludclph! was
w.se, frnijiil, Industrious and opulent
Benjamin Franklin, whose fortune and
whose life went Into Jeopardy at
signature, lie was 70 years old whin
he put his name among tin tlfty-llv- e

other rebels and inv.ted poverty nnd
a felon's death. "We must l.e unani-
mous," John Hancock utwid; "wo
must all hang together."

"Yes," Fr.inklln answered, pen in
hand, "or most assuredly we shall
hang separately."

JelTe;.sou wrute the Dtclaratlon of
Independence, but John Adams p.ns.'cd
It through Coiigtess he wns Its floor
Wader, the manager who sent Samuel
Chase tn Maryland and Dr. Bush I

through Pennsylvania for the purpose.
of creating public .sentiment.

Adams was 41 years old at the time
the Declaration w.is adopted by Con-
gress, lie was saving a competence
from hl earnings as a lawyer and wa.s
writing his wife, Abigail, to be eco-

nomical for the sake of their 'children
and themselves. A man of established
position and great promise, with a
fortune growing under hts hand, he
wn no les. an enemy of Kngland than
w.is Samuel, the other Massachusetts
Adams, "the poor gentleman," ns he
wns known at home and among his
colleagues In Congress.

The Lees likewise were rich Fran-
cis Llghtfoot and Richard Henry- - the
former almost idly so, with a great
landed estate worked by slaves, but
he signed. The resolution lending to
the Declaration was written by
Richard Henry Iee as early as Fri-
day, June 7.

A British captain of marines nt the
head of a company of men broko Into
Lee's house during the night. Leo
was 'to be arrested ns n traitor to the!

than

their
ir. oi

slans Their too
but

her house. .1. bn an
man. In woods never

twice same place
once slept 111 with

farm was
ami stock

A army encamped near
estate nt

anchor short
Morris

was
so treated

that
His were

laid
Indeed he impoverished he

a

Independence" in the rotunda

borrow money with wii rb. to

''";, ,,r"'- - l)'!' V1'"'"1 ',,s
fhlldren remember that "the ftar

God is the lwglnnlng of WiMlnm "

The only Welshman among the
s'.g.ier.s was Francis Lewis. Ihx s

cost him the of h s
estate. nllen birth n im-

porter, ho was ns ardent for I r as
the poorest native Amer. an in

list.
Kvery signer suffered M of

them. It should ho rrmenihen ' wire
men of property. Mnnv tin? .. .
longul to what In these dns ,1

be called the plutocracy Ti''v-sevi't- i
of them were grndiin'i.s r m

Kurupean or American colleges x ro
was not an Ignorant man an g
them.

Twenty-fiv- e travelled In Kurope
Twenty-fou- r were lawyers c 1

practice. Thirteen wealthy
Nine were merchants I'H--

were physicians, one of whom was
Benjamin of Philadelphia,
esteemed," ns n contemporary of hH
has "the poor best patients,
for God was their paymaster"

Nor were the signers emotional
youths bent war nnd
Tnelr average nge wns 43 years
10 months. "And one
some one hns said, "without stain
upon or bis chnracter' All

eight of the fifty-si- x were born
In America. Two were natives of
Kngland, two of Scotland, three of
Ireland nnd one of

The men wealth. nddltmn to
those who hnve been mentioned In-

cluded Tliomns Nelt-o- of V rglnla
He lived In fine style, hunted In
seaon with pack of hounds nnd
rode dally to plantation, black
mnn ncconipanylng him with n fowling
Piece. He gave all of his to

s. nnfltilr. i,lln , , t i,.,.
tier of the Supremo Court

There were great men. ns we'! as
rich In tbe rani s the etn r
Pointing to Roger Sherman the
necticiit shoemaker. and n s'i
tor and the father of nineteen '

dren. Thomas J ffiron ' T''pre
Is n mnn who neve.- - sa'd n f.. y

thing tn hi- - life "

are iv ripe for a do. Tin' n

of linlep. lidence." a conservat vp mm
s.ild one the session

other from this time forwifd
Too lift his be-- i 1 ' llv

pillow, dying at age of n

Adnms was asked on t'm '

July. a sent men'
forever" he f.ad t

hie last

King ond Imprisoned, if not bunged, the cause of liberty and left his wife
was saved, however, by the quick J in poverty.

Intelligence of his negro servants, who Another Virginian. Carter Braxlon.
told the British cnptnln thnt t'aelrl owned four large farms. His crops
master hail returned to bis duties in corn and tobacco. Sh p sailing
Philadelphia. from the wharf nenr Mount Vernon,

The sessions of the Congress had the limne nf Washington, his
'

been held In secret. No reports of the tobacco to Knclnnd nnd brought hack
detunes were ever made. Hancock's j books, plate, wines, clothing and furnl-fo- r

nearly n month was the only name Nevertheless he signed Still
officially made known to the public another Virginian was Benjamin Ilnr-R- ut

the British were aware of tt.e r.son, who Inherited three f mines
fact that Richard Henry Lee hud nnd owned lands, mills, vessels and a
written the resolution declaring shipyard.
"thes.e Fnited Colonies are, and of Joseph Hewes of North Carolina
right ought to free nnd Independent was a very prosperous Importer The
States," Revolution lllm out of tis,ne

The persecution of the signers, William l'aeaV eMatos In MirOind
th. ugh they did not sign until Angus; were near the lintisli lines and exi
'.'. b gan at once. The visited t Instant reprisals George Wvthn
upon the leaders w'.m made the Dec- - nf , s.mio colonv. was rich nnd ad

. I.iratlon of independence possible nndlM.rn n..i..nt nnd rt .vial
who gave It form and substance were A, ,,,, ,. f 30 10 ,,bangcl the
no greater those inflicted up n' nianner of bis life nnd nt r.n. w'n i tie

.every member of Congress. .signed, was a fain.. us Inwver Two
The thirteen children of Honest vunq. ,,, who studied In 'M- - .Ml. e

John Hart fled from home In ,Pan, Presidents of the lived.ew Jersey io escape a op uc.
mother wns 111 to

be moved and soon da-d-, happily
In own Hart, old

hunted and 'hills,
stayed In the nt
night and a kennel
a dog. His large pillaged

his l.ve driven away.
British wns

his and a British sloop was
n distance from his

house when Lewis of New

to
of

whole nth
An by nnd

was
the

of

had

his

and
died"

a
his honor

but

Wales,

foxes

his a
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ones,
n

Jurist

said- -

"We

during of

to
the

for
aa

were words.

He

took

ture.

be,

nsnl

York, a wealrhy mm and n graduate congress thnt soon after pns. !:
of Vale, wrote Ills name on the parch- - nn1 xTPnry i,Po's momentousamong the rest. Ills forest "f j tlnn.
more tlmn a thousand acres wis cut, ..in my jminent sir," o..
down or burned, his mansion was ix flmf,,. ,lt nl th .,

ruined and his family had to flee for i.,lrr ,,,, j,s Wotis. "we an-
their lives. rll. i rotting."

Tho Livingstons Philip, his wife. And a that the speaker .1 ' vv

nnd children colonial aristocrats, erspoon. president of Prlr '

went Into hiding. William Floyd bur- -
j ny i.,, ( u, eoimttx '

rledly sent Ir.s family to Conuect.'cut. years Ills farm also w p
Hl.i mansion on Long Island was oc- - J,n,i vuliied. He lived '
cup. id by a troop of cavalry and bis ;nsses and dangers.
horses, cows she p a id hWine were -- , wrddiil u young ' i.h '

ronnscaieii. i ni.s man iom an use oi wh" '

his landed fur seven years. James Wilso- . a w. i'ih Ph "
In the South Thomas lleyward. who an, the leiilef of tin- P. ii"-ha- d

been educated In Kuglaiul and had ,;,r t it . big yv ed and ih n
travelled In Kurope, sulfered in per- - the sinal' len-e- - ..f w lio-- e i

son and property. He was wounded Were set In a huge silver fr.me
and Imprisoned and KIO of his slaves "Yesterd.u ." John Ad. mis
were taken along by the British. fe flth of July M blg.ul h -

Arthur Mlddleton, a graduate from fui wife, "the greatest oik
mil of the colleger' at Cambridge, a decided thnt was ever .! '

cultivated and much travelled man. merlca: and gieit.r. p. rhi. r
wns made a prisoner Tho furniture ra or will lie !. nled am.--

In Ills house was destroyed nnd tho "n ought to be so'emci
paintings on his walls, purchased In ' milled, "with philips,
lJurope, were cut to pieces. guns, bells, bontlies and Ilium

And there was Richard Stockton of from one end of the con'in. i"
New Jersey, n Princeton graduate and
lawyer. He thrown In
Jail, deprived of foojl and ill

he never filly recovered his
health. papers, and library
burned and his farm in ruins

wae so that
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